
An introduction to St Mary’s 
A Catholic community dedicated to achieving excellence for all



Thank you for your interest in our 
school. There are a range of factors that 
determine the “right fit” when making 
choices for your child’s schooling and  
we have endeavoured to shine a light  
on some of them in this brochure.  
Our hope is that it provides a flavour 
of what we believe makes St Mary’s a 
natural choice for your child’s education 
and development. 

One fundamental element in your 
decision will be academic opportunities. 
We set ourselves ambitious targets and 
consistently find our academic results to be 
comparable to those of the top performing 
UK schools. Indeed, we are enjoying a 
season of breaking our own records. 

Equally, I would emphasise faith as a 
distinguishing factor here. We are a 
Faith school for a reason and the Gospel 
Values underpin the way we approach 

life within the St Mary’s community. 
Whatever particular faith you follow, or 
none, your child will experience pastoral 
care, support and the opportunity to 
explore the spiritual side of life.

Combined together, these two elements 
go a long way in defining our mission 
statement as “a Catholic community 
dedicated to achieving excellence for 
all.” We consider it our purpose to help 
young people develop and reach their 
full potential to become fully equipped 
members of society. Indeed, in a recent 
survey, 100% of our staff stated that  
they believe this school does everything 
it can to push the pupils to achieve their 
fullest potential.

I believe that there has never been a 
more exciting time to join our family.  
We are in the midst of a significant 
long term investment programme in 

the school facilities with plans that 
stretch out many years ahead. As you 
journey with us, the excitement and 
opportunities that lie ahead will become 
increasingly evident. However, be 
assured that by far the most important 
development programme on offer is the 
one that helps your child to become a 
caring and positive contributor to society.

On behalf of everyone here, I offer you 
the warmest of welcomes.

Andrew Celano - Head Teacher
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A warm welcome

“We are enjoying 

spectacular academic 

performances, 

spiritual growth and 

huge investment in 

the school. Because 

of that, I’d say there’s 

never been a better 

time to join our 

community.”
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Welcome from the Head of Year 7
“Hello Year 6. My name is Miss Conquest 
and my role at St. Mary’s is teaching 
Physical Education and also the Year 7 
Learning Coordinator. My job is to help 
you make the smooth transition into  
Year 7 and I take the time to get to know 
all of you in your first year with us. 

I also help you iron out any issues that 
may arise, and my door is always open 
if you need a chat about any worries or 
concerns. I’m really looking forward to 
meeting you all when you join St Mary’s.

When you arrive at St. Mary’s you’ll be 
part of a tutor group, and your form tutor 
will also be there to help you.

In fact it was back in 1998 when I first 
joined St. Mary’s as a student myself, so I 
know St. Mary’s well. I love St. Mary’s and 
I know you’ll feel the same. It’s a job I love 
and I am looking forward to helping you 
settle in as part of our community.

Miss Conquest 
Year 7 Learning Coordinator

“Faith is the glue that holds the 
school together. Big questions  
arise as we grow and discover  
the world around us – where do  
we come from, where are we 
headed and what does it mean  
to be truly human?

We believe that Jesus Christ offers 
answers to those questions and 
at St Mary’s we will support you in 
exploring those questions yourself. 
You will learn about faith, the world 
and its problems, the contribution 
that you might make and what it 
means to choose to be good and 
choose to be kind.”

Father Peter  - Parish Priest,  
Dean of the Lea Valley and 
Foundation Governor

Faith in 
St Mary’s



“I have enjoyed my start at the school. Everyone has 
been kind and gone out of their way to help me settle 
in. I was a little nervous but also excited and by far the 
biggest surprise is how quickly I have made new friends. 
I already feel very much at home at St Mary’s and part of 
the community.” Sienna

My first week

6

At St Mary’s you will experience 
lots of new things. You can 
sign up to all kinds of clubs 
and activities ranging from 
Dodgeball to music, library 
clubs to drama in our fully 
equipped Hume theatre.

In the first term you will go on 
a day’s retreat where you can 
build friendships and reflect on 
the journey ahead. You will join 
the whole school community in 
our annual Charity Week events, 
where we put the “fun” in fund 
raising for a worthy cause.

You can look forward to a 
diverse, challenging and exciting 
first year with us.

Your  
first year
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“You are part of a community, a member of the St Mary’s team. No-one expects you to be perfect, just as long as you try your 
best. Everyone wants you to succeed and is cheering you on. Come and join in. Oh, and try the pasta in the canteen- it’s great!” 
Year 7 Student, Week One.

Part of a team



A passion for teaching
“I have taught at St Mary’s for six years and absolutely love my job. I have a passion and drive to give 
students the best possible experience at Secondary school. My subject is Design Technology and time 
and again I observe students developing new skills and trying things, often for the first time. It’s a thrill 
to support them in their learning journey and a great feeling watching someone excel at something 
they perhaps thought they would never get the opportunity to try. I was inspired by my teachers, which 
motivated me to become a teacher myself. Hopefully I can do the same for my students.” Miss Bradford
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Excellence for All is a phrase 
synonymous with St Mary’s. 
It means different things to 
different people. Click here to 
find out what….. 

Excellence 
for all



“My first week at the school was just what I expected. 
I’d heard such good things about the school before I 
arrived that I had no real concerns at all. Everyone is 
really kind and looks for ways to help you settle in. I like 
the new lessons, the challenge, the chance to develop. 
I’m proud to represent the school and am planning to 
make my mark in the coming years.” Alex

Aiming High
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Until Miss McHugh invited Year 7 students Olivia, 
Dawid and Christabel for a sneak peek recently, 
no student had stepped foot into this refurbished 
classroom for 22 years! Their reaction was something 
to behold; “It’s like no other classroom I have ever been 
in,” “I can’t wait to be taught in here,” and “the views 
from the big windows are so stunning” were just a few 
of the comments.

The room, in the Georgian Block, is one of eleven 
similarly refurbished rooms on the verge of completion, 
complemented by ten brand new classrooms already in 
use in the building.

In Development



“With so much information being shared with you about all aspects 
of the school, how about just one word from the people who were in 

your position just a year ago? We asked Year 7 students to describe 
their initial St Mary’s experience in just one word...

Can I have a word?
wonderful

welcoming

memorable
exhilarating

joyful

unique

good

inspiring

exciting
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From the start of the journey to the end
Sean Nwachukwu 
Third year Integrated Masters Student 
in Medicinal Chemistry at the University 
of St Andrew’s 
St Mary’s Sixth Form: A Level Maths, 
Chemistry and Politics (AAA)

To get to where I am 
today, I can credit 
the amazing team 
at St Mary’s. I am 
now in the 3rd Year 
of my integrated 
Master’s degree in 

Chemistry with Medicinal Chemistry at 
the University of St Andrews in Scotland.

I loved my time at St Mary’s. When I 
was in your shoes a few years ago, I 
honestly was not sure what I wanted to 
do career wise. I had hobbies and passion 

projects, but nothing concrete. I vaguely 
wanted to do something with science (like 
engineering perhaps), whereas my family 
wanted me to study either Medicine or 
Accounting.

Now I am certain that I want to work 
in the Chemical industry, either in a 
research or entrepreneurship capacity 
and business/ financial consulting as a 
backup plan. Additionally, I am strongly 
considering doing a PhD and possibly an 
MBA after that.

Sixth Form may seem a long way off for 
Year 6 students right now but it was a 
massive turning point for me. It can be 
tough - my final grades were AAA, the 
brilliant teachers will help and support 
you to achieve your ambitions.

Maddie Carling 
Second year Medicine Student 
University of Sheffield 
St Mary’s Sixth Form: A Level Biology, 
Chemistry and Maths (A*A*A*)

The best thing that St Mary’s has 
taught me is independence, a strong 
moral compass and most importantly 
friendship. I have made lifelong friends 
from St Mary’s.

I have known since 
Year 7 that I wanted 
to be a doctor. 
Deciding on what to 
study at A level was 
difficult, as I enjoyed 
most of my subjects 

at GCSE. My Sixth Form experience was 
very busy, but extremely fun. For 

enrichment, I volunteered at Grove 
Cottage and in the Apton Road residence 
for adults with learning disabilities. From 
these opportunities, I developed skills 
which are necessary to have as a health 
worker, such as communication with 
patients.

St Mary’s is a great school, with fantastic 
teachers who will care about not only 
your academics, but about how you 
develop as a person. My advice is 
that you consistently work hard and 
remember to get involved in school life.

Most importantly, have fun!

Click here for the 
Supplementary 

Information Form (SIF)

http://www.stmarys.net/assets/Uploads/Files/Admissions/SIF-2021-2022-amended.pdf
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